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ABSTRACT

In this paper we analyze technological keys together with other aspects related to them in modernization process of regions; that is, we accept the existence of a gap (at least in relative terms) even in regions with a splendorous past. To achieve it, we analyze several aspects in an economic, social and political perspective as key elements to realize technological modernization and economic development of regions, distinguishing between convergence (gap reduction) processes with more advanced regions and “inertial prosperity” processes in which regions simply improve their past levels similarly than other regions do.
Following a discussion on concept of modernization in academic, political, social and entrepreneurial perspectives, we analyze Andalusian reality in two levels. First, we analyze the context by data of TIC industries, availability and quality of infrastructures and technological services and use and absorptive capacity of TICs. Second, we develop a compared approach (both at national and international level) to obtain a more precise idea of the relative position of Andalusia and of challenges and opportunities for the region in the future.

We found contradictory effects of the so called Knowledge Society. On the one hand, it enhances creativity, innovation and competitiveness, and so creates wealth and generates economic development. But on the other, it increases volatility (and so insecurity) and provokes inequalities (both in absorptive capacity and in accessibility), and that can generate a loose of competitiveness which destroys wealth and compromises economic growth and development, at the time that, in a internal way, it can generate social fractures and even exclusion “socio-technological”.
In addition, we found that the development of Knowledge Society has a strong dependence of the social and cultural values (meritocracy, excellence, innovativeness and entrepreneurship attitude, etc.) to achieve the transformation of the structures in the direction adapted to take advantage of the positive aspects and to skip the negatives ones referred before.
While analyzing regional evolution, we must not see exclusively absolute data evolution but their relative increase. For design policies and strategies and for evaluate their results we must start comparing with regional weight in GDP or in population and progressively establish more ambitious levels related to overall national or UE values and finally related to levels of more advanced regions, both national and international.

With regard to Andalusia, we found bad positioned both, in relation with Spain and internationally; nevertheless in the last years we can see an enhancement in their data, even if it even shows a clear gap in relation to more advanced regions. Their main lacks come from (a low) level of effort (economic and in human resources) on R&D (especially in private sector) and in other innovative activities (both technological and non technological), which reduces andalusian capacity for absorption, transference and diffusion of knowledge and innovation. But, the solution for this must not be limited to increase founds devoted to these activities, but it must be combined with a strategic transformation of productive, political and social structures as well as a reorientation of systems of values and of certain cultural aspects.

